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T3 Creates Opportunity for Teens to Shape Library Experience

New Year’s Eve  
Celebration

DECEMBER 31

Candy Cane 
Village

DECEMBER 5

Meet the latest update at the Library - Teen Think Tank! Or, what we 
call T3, a refocused group on a mission to best serve teen patrons.

T3 is an upgraded version of the former Teen Advisory Board, which 
began in 2016 as a way to engage teen patrons with the Library 
and learn directly from them what they need and want. Originally, 
the group operated more formally, even electing a president. Over 
time, it became more relaxed and collaborative, so the Library 
rebranded the group to better reflect what members actually do—
think creatively about teen programming, collections, and services.

Members of T3 are drawn from frequent teen Library users. Meetings 
begin with conversation and pizza before diving into brainstorming 
prompts provided by Nisa Kesseler, the Teen Librarian. At the first T3 
meeting in September, discussion centered on what teens would 
like to see in the teen space. The group filled the whiteboard with 
ideas, demonstrating a high level of creativity and enthusiasm.

Orchid Conklin, a T3 member who is a junior at Petoskey High 
School (PHS), explained, “Originally, it was the pizza that enticed 
me, but the conversation and fun kept me coming.” Tula Turcott, 
also a junior at PHS, agreed that the pizza was appealing, but 
recalled a conversation with Nisa about banned books that led to 
an invitation to join the group.

Both teens emphasized that what they value most about T3 is the 
opportunity to feel seen and heard. It is a welcoming, informal space 
where teens can share ideas and help shape the Library. They take 
pride in seeing their contributions reflected in Library offerings. The 
teen Library of Things is a notable example. Tula recalled feeling 

disappointed that teens could not check out items from the adult 
Library of Things. Following this conversation, Nisa created a teen-
specific Library of Things, featuring items based on T3 suggestions.

T3 members also play an active role in collection development, 
helping PDL stay current with what teens are reading, watching, and 
playing. One successful idea was to start a video game collection, 
which became so popular that games are now available on all three 
levels of the Library. The group also contributes to programming, 
such as the popular Boba Tea Workshop held last summer.

- story continues on page 3 -

Petoskey High School juniors Orchid Conklin (left) and Tula Turcott 
(middle) are proud to contribute their ideas as members in the Teen 
Think Tank, a group started by Teen Librarian Nisa Kesseler (right).

Help the Library Support Local Student Parents
Petoskey District Library is keeping the spirit of our former “Food for Fines” 
tradition alive! Although we’ve been fine-free since 2017, we continue to collect 
items each year to give back to our community. This December, we’re asking for 
donations of baby wipes and diapers to support student parents and the Early 
Learning Center through the North Central Michigan College Campus Cupboard. 
Bring your donations to PDL anytime during the month of December and help 
local families in need—no overdue books required!

Community
Weaving

JANUARY 8-30
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-- Continued from page 1 --

Community service is another part of the 
Think Tank. Typically, the group undertakes 
one project each year, with members 
choosing the focus.

T3 members have created fleece blankets 
for animals at the humane society and 
Valentine’s cards for older adults. Many 
teens are eager to give back, and the Library 
looks forward to expanding this aspect of 
T3’s work.

The group follows a mantra of “there are no 
bad ideas,” encouraging open and creative 
thinking. Often, the best outcomes emerge 
when members build on each other’s 
suggestions, demonstrating true teamwork 

in action. Direct engagement with teens, 
listening to them, asking questions, and 
implementing their ideas, gives them a 
genuine sense of ownership in the Library.

T3 participation also empowers teens 
beyond the Library. Orchid noted, “The 
Library is more than just a building to hang 
out in. It’s a place I’m a part of; a place where 
I can fit in and stand out at the same time.”

Tula described how her involvement in 
T3 gave her confidence to speak in the 
community. “When I visited City Hall, I was 
able to comment on their park plans,” she 
said. “Being part of the Library’s T3 helped 
me learn to have a stronger voice in the 

community—to be an active citizen. I love 
having a voice that actually impacts stuff 
around me. I’m more than just a person in 
the background.”

Both teens agree that T3 is a welcoming 
space for any teen. They highlight that 
the group is a place where teen voices are 
valued and heard, and that those voices can 
make a difference for the entire community.

According to Nisa, “When teens see books 
they’ve recommended on the shelves or 
attend programs they helped plan, the pride 
they feel is unmistakable.” T3 not only helps 
shape the Library—it empowers the next 
generation to see it as their own.

Wow on Wednesday
Looking for a non-digital activity for your older kids? Check 
out our upcoming program! Each week, we’ll be featuring 

a new craft, taste-test, or simple 
challenge for ages 8 to 12. Drop in 
anytime during the hour for some 
screen-free fun!

TWEEN SPACE  •  WEDNESDAYS  •  3:30PM-4:30PM
JANUARY 7 through FEBRUARY 25

Plush Pals
Pick a plush pal to play with
and take care of!

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
11:00AM-NOON
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7

FROM THE 
DIRECTOR
VAL MEYERSON
231.758.3120

Some of you might be curious about all the repairs 
happening in the building this fall. Over the past few years, 
we’ve had recurring water issues — from roof drains and 
condensers to roof leaks and ground floor seams. I’m happy 
to report that those problems have finally been resolved, 
and the building is now dry!

Of course, water damage can lead to stained ceilings, 
drywall, and carpet—and even mold. To address that, we 
completed restoration work, especially on the east side of 
the building where damage was worst. New drywall, carpet, 
and ceiling tiles have been installed, and everything is now 
clean and dry.

You may also notice a new shelving unit across from the 
elevator. This beautiful piece, donated by the Friends of the 
Petoskey Public Library, now holds our “books on hold.” It 
provides more space for materials, frees up the circulation 
desk area, and conveniently hides our book carts!

NCMC Playgroup NCMC Playgroup 
North Central Michigan College will continue to host its North Central Michigan College will continue to host its 
playgroup at PDL through December 16. This is a great playgroup at PDL through December 16. This is a great 
opportunity to connect with other parents while your opportunity to connect with other parents while your 

child socializes. (For children 0-5, with their caregiver.)child socializes. (For children 0-5, with their caregiver.)

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYSTUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS        ••    10:00AM-11:30AM    10:00AM-11:30AM
DECEMBER 2 THROUGHDECEMBER 2 THROUGH DECEMBER 16 DECEMBER 16
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