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For the Fettig family, the Library is a corner-
stone of learning, connection, and creativity. 
Allison, a seventh-grader at Petoskey Middle 
School, Rachel, a fifth-grader at Ottawa 
Elementary, and their mom, Sam Fettig, a high 
school special education teacher, all have a 
deep connection to the Library. It’s not just a 
place they visit—it’s a resource that has shaped 
their family life.

Rachel, brings boundless energy and curiosity 
to everything she does, from school to house-
hold chores (where she even creates lyrics 
while cleaning toilets!). She loves school for 
the opportunity to challenge herself and learn 
something new, and her enthusiasm spills over 
into her love for the Library.

“I like the different levels of reading here,” she 
explains. “But it’s not just books—there are col-
oring activities, instruments, computers, and 
the Makerspace. I’m learning the ukulele and 
can’t wait to borrow one!” Rachel also adores 
the summer reading bingo cards, finding them 
a fun way to explore new stories.

Allison, on the other hand, values the Library 
for both its creative and social aspects. A ded-
icated percussionist at school, she takes after 
her family’s motto of giving her all to whatever 
she does. She also loves the Library’s Maker-
space, particularly the 3D printer and craft ac-
tivities, and appreciates the opportunity to read 
books like The Inheritance Games. The Library 
is also a place  for her to connect with others, 
especially since her friends live far apart.

For Sam, the Library isn’t just a personal 
resource; it’s a professional one, too. She uses 

platforms like Hoopla, Kanopy, and Libby to 
find free materials for her classroom, often 
encouraging her students to get Library cards. 
“My kids get so excited when their books get 
delivered to the high school library,” she says. 
“It’s wonderful to see how accessible the 
Library makes learning.”

The family’s favorite Library memories are filled 
with creativity, from building cardboard sleds 
to crafting ice cream trucks out of boxes. Ra-
chel recalls participating in science programs 
where she could read a book and then create 
something inspired by it, blending learning and 
fun seamlessly.

Looking to the future, the Fettigs have a vision 
for how the Library will continue to grow. 
Allison imagines expanded Makerspaces with 
woodworking and industrial arts-like activities, 
while Rachel sees a future with more digital 

resources. Athough she’s quick to add, “I still 
love holding and reading a real book!” Sam 
envisions the Library hosting even more clubs 
and community groups, becoming an even 
greater hub for arts and culture.

Above all, the Fettigs value the Library for its 
inclusivity. Rachel loves that the Library has 
ramps and is accessible to everyone, from 
families with strollers to people with wheel-
chairs. “Everyone is welcome here,” Sam says. 
“It’s such a happy place, and the staff is always 
ready to help.”

For the Fettigs, the Library isn’t just a building 
full of books—it’s a space that fosters creativ-
ity, strengthens community ties, and supports 
lifelong learning. Whether they’re crafting, 
reading, or simply spending time together, the 
Fettigs have found a third place at their Library, 
and their lives are richer because of it.

Fettig Family’s Love of the Library Has Shaped Their Lives
By Val Meyerson, Library Director
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