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In July 2014, the Library replaced the
old online public access catalog (OPAC)
with BibloCommons. This new platform
integrates seamlessly with our data and
provides patrons with an interactive social
discovery experience similar to what they
are accustomed to seeing elsewhere on the
web. The new site is greatly enhanced with
beautiful cover art and Lexile data, along
with a variety of other formats, including
downloadable e-books and e-audio. Patrons
are now able to read reviews by others, create custom lists (shelves) for themselves,
including previously read items or items
they may want to read in the future, and
library staff can create “staff picks” lists
featuring staff recommendations.

Youth Services Librarian, Ron
Fowler, is shown ready to give away
books to the Library’s “givers” as part
of World Book Night, a program designed to get books into the hands of
reluctant readers. Petoskey District
Library helped give away close to 200
books!
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Karen Sherrard officially
retired January 2015 from the Petoskey District Library after ten years of
service.
Karen first joined the library
just in time to help move from the
Carnegie into the new main Library.
She loved working with the children
who helped carry some of the
children’s collection to the new location.
Karen enjoyed community
outreach events where she would get
books into the hands of people who
are not typical library users. She
was well-read and excellent at helping patrons select that perfect book.
She was also a supporter of the Lakeview Academy and loved to donate
books to their growing collection.
Karen has gone south to Atlanta to be closer to her children and
the sun.

The main library
turned ten this past
Fall. The anniversary
celebration was enjoyed by many who
heard about the history
of the library, reminisced about the Carnegie, and exhalted at
how far the library has
come.
Although the celebration was exciting, it
was also a bit bittersweet as 2014 brought
a year of good-byes.
The retirement of the
director and administrative assistant left a
hole that will be difficult to fill.

Barbara Cook retired from the
Petoskey District library in September 2014 after 20 years of service.
The Friends @ the Carnegie
events would not be what they are
today without Barb’s vision, passion
and hard work.
For years she
worked on the committee to help
develop interesting events such as
the Summerset program about the
Goodhart tragedies which was attended by 180 people!
Barb is a walking encyclopedia
of Library history, including history
of Petoskey in general. She was a
great help to patrons and staff alike.
If they ever had a question about the
building or an event, they could always count on Barb to retell a fantastic story!
Barb is still in town, enjoying
her family right here with the snow!

Ten Years Young!

Did you know...

Ten Years Young!

...the Youth Department regularly hosts
non-traditional programming like Crazy 8s
and RadKraft?

ABOUT THE FACILITIES
 The Main Library was used for 769 meetings
and librarians proctored 15 exams.
 33 different programs and classes, such as
Hobbies in the Lobby and Byte Sized Tech,
had 480 attendees.
 After ten years of public use, the building is
beginning to show some age. A plan for
cleaning, repairing, replacement of sinks,
faucets, carpeting and chairs will be
developed.
 Old step stools have been replaced with safer
ladders for patrons to reach top shelves.

5,844 children attended 442 different programs hosted by the Youth Department
throughout last year?
...our digital book collection circulated
8,100 items last year?

Did you know...

7,191 registered library card holders
checked out 134,663 items from the library
last year?

… that if we do not own what you are looking for, the Reference Department staff
can borrow almost any book for you from
another library?
308 inter-library loans from out of state
libraries were processed in the Reference
Department last year.
… using Mango, our popular languagelearning resource, our patrons are learning
Latin American Spanish, German and other languages?
846 language-learning sessions were
logged in the Mango Languages database?

FRIENDS OF THE PETOSKEY LIBRARY
The Friends’ annual card party fundraiser generated more dollars than ever! Money raised will be used
to help provide Life Long Learning opportunities, including purchasing Great Courses and partnering
with NCMC on classes.
Plus: The Friends also purchased the monitor over the check-out area, hosted the book give-away at
Christmas and gave book bags to children in foster care. They hosted 11 presentations in the Friends @
the Carnegie lecture series with 460 attendees. Their year-round used book sale continues to raise
annual funds for children’s materials.

Kailee and Grace Spalding
enjoying a quiet read.

FROM THE YOUTH
DEPARTMENT
 Two new AWE Educational computers
funded by the Friends of the Petoskey
Library provide educational games for
pre-school through elementary age
children.
 The Babies and Me program continues
with an average of seven babies
attending per session.
 The strong partnership with our
neighbor, Crooked Tree Arts Center
(CTAC), continues to blossom with our
new Kids Day Off program. On
scheduled days off from area schools,
kids start with programs offered at
CTAC in the morning and then move to
the Library for an afternoon of arts and
crafts fun, movies, books and more!

Coming in 2015:
Valerie Meyerson was named the new library
director to take over for retiring Karen Sherrard.
Meyerson begins her tenure the end of January 2015.
... thank you very much, you have reinforced the virtually universal positive experience of my last four
years with reference librarians across the country.”
Summer patron, 2014

Teen Librarian, Julianne (center),
celebrates with her Readers Theater

Did you know...

Ten Years Young!

...the Youth Department regularly hosts
non-traditional programming like Crazy 8s
and RadKraft?

ABOUT THE FACILITIES
 The Main Library was used for 769 meetings
and librarians proctored 15 exams.
 33 different programs and classes, such as
Hobbies in the Lobby and Byte Sized Tech,
had 480 attendees.
 After ten years of public use, the building is
beginning to show some age. A plan for
cleaning, repairing, replacement of sinks,
faucets, carpeting and chairs will be
developed.
 Old step stools have been replaced with safer
ladders for patrons to reach top shelves.

5,844 children attended 442 different programs hosted by the Youth Department
throughout last year?
...our digital book collection circulated
8,100 items last year?

Did you know...

7,191 registered library card holders
checked out 134,663 items from the library
last year?

… that if we do not own what you are looking for, the Reference Department staff
can borrow almost any book for you from
another library?
308 inter-library loans from out of state
libraries were processed in the Reference
Department last year.
… using Mango, our popular languagelearning resource, our patrons are learning
Latin American Spanish, German and other languages?
846 language-learning sessions were
logged in the Mango Languages database?

FRIENDS OF THE PETOSKEY LIBRARY
The Friends’ annual card party fundraiser generated more dollars than ever! Money raised will be used
to help provide Life Long Learning opportunities, including purchasing Great Courses and partnering
with NCMC on classes.
Plus: The Friends also purchased the monitor over the check-out area, hosted the book give-away at
Christmas and gave book bags to children in foster care. They hosted 11 presentations in the Friends @
the Carnegie lecture series with 460 attendees. Their year-round used book sale continues to raise
annual funds for children’s materials.

Kailee and Grace Spalding
enjoying a quiet read.

FROM THE YOUTH
DEPARTMENT
 Two new AWE Educational computers
funded by the Friends of the Petoskey
Library provide educational games for
pre-school through elementary age
children.
 The Babies and Me program continues
with an average of seven babies
attending per session.
 The strong partnership with our
neighbor, Crooked Tree Arts Center
(CTAC), continues to blossom with our
new Kids Day Off program. On
scheduled days off from area schools,
kids start with programs offered at
CTAC in the morning and then move to
the Library for an afternoon of arts and
crafts fun, movies, books and more!

Coming in 2015:
Valerie Meyerson was named the new library
director to take over for retiring Karen Sherrard.
Meyerson begins her tenure the end of January 2015.
... thank you very much, you have reinforced the virtually universal positive experience of my last four
years with reference librarians across the country.”
Summer patron, 2014

Teen Librarian, Julianne (center),
celebrates with her Readers Theater

Petoskey District Library

New Catalog Interface

The world is only a visit away.
Library Board of Trustees
Christine Gebhard, President
Ann Ingles, Vice President
Sue Fantini, Secretary
John Smith, Treasurer
Jodi Adams, Member at Large

Friends of the Library
Peg Pinho, President
Mary Daniels, Vice President
Anne Lewis, Secretary
Joyce Hutto Nolan, Treasurer
Ann Barfknecht, Merry Baxter,
Jane Damschroder, Ann Ingles,
Lynnet Johnson, Suzanne LaBeau, Lauren
Macintyre, Gayle Mroczkowski, Rhea Murray,
Jan Smith, Carolyn Switzer

Library Staff
Karen Sherrard, Director
Neil Ahrens, Facilities
Drew Cherven, Reference
Barbara Cook, Administration
Ron Fowler, Youth Services
Mary Sue Prantera, Circulation
CIRCULATION:
Holly Angileri, Jon Baughan,
Mary Beauchamp, Kennedy Buck,
Patty Grace, Judy Harvey, Jodi Haven,
Denise Henley, Maria LaGattuta,
Jane Mooradian, Mary Olmsted,
Erynne Purvis, Donna Smith, Betsy Zill
YOUTH SERVICES:
Julianne Michaels, Lisa Scholl

500 E. Mitchell St
Petoskey MI 49770
231-758-3100
director@petoskeylibrary.org

In July 2014, the Library replaced the
old online public access catalog (OPAC)
with BibloCommons. This new platform
integrates seamlessly with our data and
provides patrons with an interactive social
discovery experience similar to what they
are accustomed to seeing elsewhere on the
web. The new site is greatly enhanced with
beautiful cover art and Lexile data, along
with a variety of other formats, including
downloadable e-books and e-audio. Patrons
are now able to read reviews by others, create custom lists (shelves) for themselves,
including previously read items or items
they may want to read in the future, and
library staff can create “staff picks” lists
featuring staff recommendations.

Youth Services Librarian, Ron
Fowler, is shown ready to give away
books to the Library’s “givers” as part
of World Book Night, a program designed to get books into the hands of
reluctant readers. Petoskey District
Library helped give away close to 200
books!

www.petoskeylibrary.org

Petoskey District Library
Annual Report—2014

Karen Sherrard officially
retired January 2015 from the Petoskey District Library after ten years of
service.
Karen first joined the library
just in time to help move from the
Carnegie into the new main Library.
She loved working with the children
who helped carry some of the
children’s collection to the new location.
Karen enjoyed community
outreach events where she would get
books into the hands of people who
are not typical library users. She
was well-read and excellent at helping patrons select that perfect book.
She was also a supporter of the Lakeview Academy and loved to donate
books to their growing collection.
Karen has gone south to Atlanta to be closer to her children and
the sun.

The main library
turned ten this past
Fall. The anniversary
celebration was enjoyed by many who
heard about the history
of the library, reminisced about the Carnegie, and exhalted at
how far the library has
come.
Although the celebration was exciting, it
was also a bit bittersweet as 2014 brought
a year of good-byes.
The retirement of the
director and administrative assistant left a
hole that will be difficult to fill.

Barbara Cook retired from the
Petoskey District library in September 2014 after 20 years of service.
The Friends @ the Carnegie
events would not be what they are
today without Barb’s vision, passion
and hard work.
For years she
worked on the committee to help
develop interesting events such as
the Summerset program about the
Goodhart tragedies which was attended by 180 people!
Barb is a walking encyclopedia
of Library history, including history
of Petoskey in general. She was a
great help to patrons and staff alike.
If they ever had a question about the
building or an event, they could always count on Barb to retell a fantastic story!
Barb is still in town, enjoying
her family right here with the snow!

Ten Years Young!

