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We hope you enjoy this quarterly newsletter direct mailed to your home. If you
would like to continue to receive this quarterly publication in the mail, please join
the Friends of the Petoskey Library. Sign up for eNews to receive an emailed version
at www.petoskeylibrary.org

LETTER FROM OUR DIRECTOR
Never in my lifetime would I have thought I would close the
library doors to the public, but on March 16, that is what we
did. We offered curbside service for a week, and then on
March 23 we had to shut down lending of any sort. We began
curbside again on June 8, and reopened to the public (with
limits) on June 22. So for thirteen weeks, the building was not
accessible to the public.
In spite of the pandemic, the staff’s dedication to the overall
mission of the library kept services alive and well. The staff
immediately realized the importance of accessing the digital
collections. They quickly came up with a process for virtual library card registration,
so residents would have access to those collections during the shutdown. They also
doubled the expenditures for new digital items. In the two months of closure, the
digital collections increased usage by 47%.
The staff also negotiated at-home use of some of the more popular reference tools
that were limited to in-library use only. Ancestry.com and Value Line were both
accessible from home during the shut-down.
With the schools going to virtual teaching, the staff also realized there may be
teachers in need of internet at their home. They recalled the current hotspots, and
got them into the hands of those teachers.
The staff also created some virtual programming to help patrons pass the time and
stay connected. Page Turners Book Club was offered virtually, as well as our two D&D
clubs. Trivia Nights were offered virtually and Spirit Weeks were created. Weekly
Facebook Live sessions were recorded as a means for patrons to stay up-to-date on
library happenings.
For the safety of the staff and our patrons when visiting the library, we ask that all
patrons wear a mask, and maintain a six foot distance from others. The pandemic
may have shut our doors for a short time, but it could not stop us from serving the
residents.

Val Meyerson

PDL’s Summer Reading Program looks a little different this
year, but it is well on its way! We have bingo cards available
for babies, kids, teens, and adults. Please stop in the library
and pick them up or feel free to use our curbside pickup
service to request the age group bingo cards you need.
Bingo cards must be submitted and prizes redeemed by
Friday, August 14. Happy summer reading!
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Millage
Four years ago, township residents
gave their families and neighbors a
library to call their own – a
library for the 21st century. On
August 4, four townships will be voting to
renew their 0.40 mill to support the Petoskey
District Library. Currently the library serves
Petoskey city residents, and the residents of
these four contractual townships: Bear Creek,
Little Traverse, Resort, and Springvale. This fourtenths of a mill enabled the library to expand
hours, expand the collections budget, and
expand programming.
In 2019 the library served over 100,000 patrons,
including over 12,000 participating in nearly 700
programs. We also provided space for over 800
meetings. Because of the millage income, the
library was able to deliver materials to seven
senior living centers and create innovative
services including: Kindle tablets, Ancestry.com,
fax, notary, 3D Printers, Mango Languages,
Library of Things, Makerspace, and 24/7
return drop boxes at all four township halls.
Please remember to vote on August 4th.

A word from...
Several weeks ago, I
drove past the Petoskey
District Library and saw
a regular library patron
standing outside its locked doors. Although he
had stopped walking in order to rest, he
appeared to be visiting an “Old Friend.” Like
everyone else who depends on our library for
its amazing services, the Friends of the
Petoskey Library are missing our “Old Friend”
too. Those of you who donate books to the
Summer Book Sale, enjoy our seasonal card
parties, contribute auction items to the Annual
Dinner Fundraiser as well as attend this
wonderful event, mean so much to us.
Unfortunately, these events have been canceled
for 2020. Please don’t forget the Friends will
soon be back to action with your help
supporting our “Old Friend,” the Petoskey
District Library, an essential part of our
community.
Anne Lewis, President
Friends of the Petoskey Library
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Programming and Services at PDL
While most indoor, in-person children, teen, and adult programming is
on hold for the moment, staff in those departments are working to create
new, dynamic, regularly scheduled virtual programming along with
outdoor programs on the library’s labyrinth! Please see our website,
eNews, and Facebook page for details. Feel free to call the library at
231.758.3124 to schedule a one-on-one in person or online Zoom
appointment with Mary Sue for technology assistance.
Curbside service will continue to be available during library hours to pick
up your holds. Please call or text using the instructions on the sandwich
board outside the library’s front doors.
As many of you know from use throughout the stay at home order, our
digital collection is always available 24/7. Download audiobooks, eBooks,
eMagazines, eMusic and more to enjoy the library at home or on the go!

Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion at PDL
A 2020 goal for our library was to create a more equitable, diverse, and
inclusive collection. Now, more than ever, we know how important it is
to ensure our community has access to these materials. Because one
thing white people can do for racial justice is read books by and about
people of color (POC). Which is why we've partnered with McLean &
Eakin and YOU, our community, to help us diversify our collection.
A diverse collection means that we have materials for all ages that will
provide windows and mirrors for each individual that browses. A mirror
will provide a look into our patrons’ lives, so each individual patron can
find a book that will look like them. We also want books that provide
windows looking out upon the greater world, so all patrons have an
opportunity to see into the lives of how others live.
The library will also be supporting racial justice through community
dialogue. We are asking everyone in our community to read White
Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism, by
Robin DiAngelo. Read the book and discuss it in your book clubs, talk
to your friends about some of the hard and frustrating concepts, and
open your hearts to a different understanding. Books are available
through the library, as a book club kit, digital eBook, and digital
audiobook. There is no waiting list for the digital eBook!
The library is also challenging our community to learn and take action.
We are asking everyone to pick up a #supporttheirstories challenge
card and do some hard work. The first 50 of you that complete the
challenge will receive a free t-shirt. Join us in supporting racial justice.
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