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A WORD FROM THE FRIENDS...
The Friends of the Petoskey
Public Library continue their
mission to support the Petoskey
District Library even in these
challenging times. The Friends
Bookstore is open during
Library hours and provides gently used books of all genres
at very reasonable prices. Children’s books are priced at
only 25 cents. The mystery collection is always growing and
changing thanks to the generosity of our patrons who
donate and purchase books. Through the end of June,
gardening books are priced at 5 for $5. Please watch for
other 5 for $5 specials coming soon. The Friends hope to
hold a Used Book Sale this summer, but a date has not
been set. Please stay tuned for more information about this
event.
The Friends wish to thank their members and the
community who have continued to support the Friends’
literacy efforts during the last year. Your generosity allows
the Friends to support the Growing Readers Together
initiative, which provides reading tutors to area students.
As life returns to normal, the Friends will continue to
support the Petoskey District Library in every way possible.

BYTE SIZED TECH
Code Club
Meet in-person or virtually every week and
learn coding skills using computers. Kids love
being able to create their own video games
and websites. Registration is required. Call 231.758.3124 for
more information.
Advanced: Mondays, 3:30pm/Beginner: Mondays, 4:30pm
Library Classroom or Zoom
Word 2019
This 4-week tutorial session is a comprehensive
guide to Word. Learn how to create professionallooking documents and become proficient in Word’s most
common features, as well as some advanced features.
Attend in-person or virtually. Registration is required.
Wednesdays, June 9–June 30, 10:30am–12:00pm
Library Classroom or Zoom
Excel 2019
This 4-week tutorial session is a basic guide to Excel,
a spreadsheet program to store, organize, and
analyze information. Learn how to create formulas and charts,
use functions, format cells and do more with your spreadsheets. Attend in-person or virtually. Registration is required.
Wednesdays, August 4–August 25, 10:30am–12:30pm
Library Classroom or Zoom
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Neutrality… This topic has been on my mind lately after a brief discussion
on a library forum, prompted by a comment from Kristin Fontichiaro,
University of Michigan professor in the School of Information.
Historically, libraries have strived to be neutral, to show both sides, to
provide information for all viewpoints. This has provided a sense that we
are serving everyone equally. I’ve always thought if you can’t find
something in the library that offends you, or that makes you
uncomfortable, then we are not doing our jobs. Recently, we had a
magazine defaced because the person was offended by an
advertisement, and the journal as a whole. (Please, if you do not like
something in the library, bring it to our attention so we can do something about it. Defacing
items anonymously does not get the end result you may want). We order materials to try and
offer a balanced view of the world, voices from many so to speak. The reason of course is to not
favor one point of view over another, since we are neutral.
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Libraries and librarians are staunch supporters of the First Amendment and the Freedom to
Read, as well as the profession’s Code of Ethics, which advocates for equitable service, but does
not state neutrality. Librarians have not liked to “rock the boat.” We historically do not support
one side over another regarding political views or societal issues. What was brought to my
attention is the question of neutrality and what it means and who it benefits. Remembering Elie
Wiesel’s understanding that “neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim” begs a very
different perspective on how to serve the public and raises many questions. Is it our job to
attempt neutrality, or is it our job to provide a safe place for all, especially the most
underrepresented? Do we not order a magazine because of biased advertisements or include it
because it comes from a different perspective? Where do we draw the line between neutrality
and equity? If we try to purchase items on both sides of an issue, can we be equitable and serve
all, even if some of those items are harmful? I think this is the question that some of my
colleagues and I are struggling with and I’m sure we will continue to discuss and debate. There
certainly is no right and no one answer, especially since every community is unique. I would love
to hear from you for more discussion and insight.
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231.758.3100
HOURS:
Monday – Friday
10:00am – 6:00pm
Saturday
10:00am – 5:00pm
Sunday
12:00pm – 5:00pm
LIBRARY WILL CLOSE:

7/4/2021: Independence Day

Follow us on social media:

www.facebook.com/
petoskeylibrary

2021 Community Read
For the second annual #supporttheirstories community read, where we read and
discuss a book about life experiences, we have chosen The Night Watchman by Louise
Erdrich. We hope you will join us for one or more of these discussions!
Kick-off: Wednesday, July 14, all day (get a copy of the book while supplies last.)
Discussion 1: Wednesday, July 28, 5:30pm
Discussion 2: Wednesday, August 11, 2:00pm
Discussion 3: Wednesday, August 25, 5:30pm
Final Panel Discussion: Wednesday, September 1, 7:00pm
All discussions will be held on the outdoor labyrinth, with the lower level classroom
being the rain location.
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petoskeydistrictlibrary
& pdlteenroom

www.twitter.com/petoskeylibrary
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YOUTH PROGRAMMING

ADULT PROGRAMMING

Registration and an email address are required for all virtual programs to receive the Zoom meeting ID and
password. Please do so by visiting our online events calendar at www.petoskeylibrary.org

Registration and an email address are required for all virtual programs. Please do so by visiting our online events
calendar at www.petoskeylibrary.org. Zoom information will be sent in the registration confirmation email.

Story Adventures
Storytime followed by a walking adventure that takes you
around town. We will explore themes that make Petoskey
special! This program is in partnership with the Learn
Local Academy of TOPOnexus and is for children ages 3–5
years old (siblings are always welcome).
Wednesday, June 2, 11:00am: Rocks
Wednesday, June 16, 11:00am: Water
Outdoor Labyrinth
Classic K-9 Dog Agility
Dogs dancing, doing tricks, and
catching frisbees! This will be a highenergy, super entertaining event!
Wednesday, June 23, 2:00pm
Petoskey Middle School Parking Lot
801 Northmen Dr. in Petoskey
Outdoor Storytime
Explore books, listen to songs,
and dance about. Please bring
something to sit on, if possible. For
children ages 5 and under and their grownups.
Mondays, July 5–August 9, 11:00am
Outdoor Labyrinth

Graphic Novel Club
Each meeting, you will get a graphic novel
to keep. No need to read beforehand. We
will talk about the book and do activities
during the meeting. Registration is not required.
Tuesday, July 6, July 20,
August 3 & August 17, 1:00pm
Outdoor Labyrinth
Activity Thursdays
Drop-in from 12pm–5pm Thursdays in July for an
outdoor activity!
July 8: Giant bubble wands, July 15: Fabric sunprints
July 22: Marble paintings, July 29: Parachute toys
Outdoor Labyrinth

FOR KIDS AGES 9–12 YEARS OLD:
Cardboard Madness
Build, fling, and go wild with cardboard!
Friday, July 23, 3:00pm
Outdoor Labyrinth
Offbeat Art Day
How many ways can you make a mess or masterpiece?
Friday, August 20, 3:00pm
Outdoor Labyrinth

TEEN & TWEEN PROGRAMMING
PDL Teen Book Bundles
Sign up to get a book bundle, complete with a
book, craft kit and snack! Sign up on our
website or by calling 231.758.3113
June: Every Day by David Levithan
(sign up May 20–June 3, pick up June 8)
July: Stamped by Jason Reynolds
(sign up June 22–July 7, pick up July 13)
School Kits
Stop by the teen desk and pick up a kit, while
supplies last.
Last Day of School kit: Friday, June 11
Back to School kit: Tuesday, August 31
Anti-Racism Week
Let’s learn together how to be anti-racist. We will
have 5 days of discussions, followed by a watch
party of Ava DuVernay’s
documentary film 13th.
June 14–June 19
PDL Teens Discord Server
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Teen STEM Take & Makes
(presented and assembled by the Petoskey Paladins)
Stop by the lower level teen desk or pick up
curbside these monthly crafty kits! While supplies last.
Borax Crystals: Tuesday, June 22
Ice Cream in a Bag: Tuesday, July 20
Paper Hexaflexagons: Tuesday, August 17

Join us for these activities on the library’s outdoor labyrinth:
Pulled String Art: Paper, string, and liquid watercolors.
Thursday, June 24, 3:30pm
Life Size Bananagrams: Peel! Split!
Wednesday, July 7, 2:00pm
Suminagashi: Learn the Japanese art of marbling.
Friday, July 16, 3:00pm
Science or Science Fiction Trivia Night
Join us for a virtual trivia night featuring our
love of all things science! Registration is
required for Zoom access.
Thursday, August 5, 5:00pm

Nurture Knowledge, Drive Discovery, Connect Community

Great Decisions Group
Join us for an informal, participant-driven,
foreign policy study group. Register early to
check out the reading materials and prepare
for the month’s topics, available in print or on
a library Kindle. The topics discussed
generally do not appear in the regular news cycle, but are
events that are shaping our world today. Choose one to attend:
Day session: Tuesday, June 8, 12:30pm
Evening session: Tuesday, June 8, 6:30pm
Topic: China and Africa
PDL Pageturners Book Club
Our book club meets the third Tuesday
of each month at 5:30pm. Bring your
discussion topics to the meeting! New
members are always welcome.
June 15: Reader’s Choice
July 20: Agent Sonya by Ben Macintyre
August 17: Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell
Outdoor Labyrinth or Library Classroom (rain location)
PDL Podcast Club
It’s like a book club, but for podcasts! We
meet the fourth Tuesday of each month
at 7:00pm. Register early each month to
receive a listening list with 1–5 hours of
podcast episodes. Simply listen and come
ready to have a lively discussion! Will
transition to hybrid (in-person and Zoom) if there is
enough interest.
June 22: Podcasts about Petoskey People
July 27: Apollo 11 & 400,000 Brains
August 24: Stories, Plays, and Dramas
Eat What You Grow
You can’t get fresher than your own
garden! Whether you have a full garden
bed or a few pots, you can grow your
own food. Virtually join Lisa Howard,
writer, editor, culinary speaker, wellness
expert & cooking instructor, to talk about why homegrown
food is good for your health and how to use the fruits and
veggies of your labor in easy-to-make dishes, from salads
in a jar to zoodle dinners. We'll also cover the benefits of
animal products from grass-fed animals and how to best
use those.
Wednesday, June 23, 7:00pm
Virtual on Zoom

Capitol Women
Join Valerie Marvin, Historian
and Curator of the Michigan
State Capitol, for a look at the
librarians, clerks, janitresses,
lawmakers, and other pioneering women at work
under the dome from 1879–1940. Learn about
these trailblazing women and the rules–written and
unspoken–that both limited and inspired their
successes working at the Michigan State Capitol.
Thursday, July 22, 7:00pm
Virtual on Zoom
DIY Succulent Terrarium
Join us to make your own
succulent terrarium! Plants
and terrarium materials will
be provided. Glass jars will
be limited, if you have a
small, favorite glass jar you would like to use,
please bring it with you! All ages are welcome.
Attendance is limited, registration is required.
Thursday, August 19, 3:00pm
Outdoor Labyrinth
Film Series
The Petoskey Film Series is held
once a week and will continue as
long as state capacity regulations
allow. Audience capacity limit is
24 people. First come, first serve,
saving or reserving seats will not
be permitted. Masks and social distancing are
required. For more information on upcoming films,
call the movie hotline at 231.758.3108 or visit
the library's website.
Every Friday, 7:30pm
Carnegie Building 451 E Mitchell St
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